Ornithobacteriosis has been reported almost all countries around the world except Thailand. The aim of this study was to determine the prevalence of Ornithobacterium rhinotracheale (ORT) infection and also isolate and identify ORT in broilers and broiler breeders in Thailand, which is the first step necessary before control measures can be implemented. The study found that the antibody against ORT was common even though ORT vaccines have never been applied in Thailand.
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The conclusion of this study, that the prevalence of ORT antibodies and ORT organisms is present in the commercial broiler and broiler breeder population even though no ORT vaccine had been used in Thailand, suggests that rolling infection may occur and the organism can spread through parent flocks to newly housed pullet flocks. The study results were gained by randomly checking chicken antibodies from 17 farms (19 flocks) of broilers and 23 farms (28 flocks) of broiler breeders. Evidence that supported the study results included (Tables 1 and 2 The bacteria were isolated and identified by PCR. Bacterial isolation and identification revealed that 9 isolates of the 12 PCR analysis samples showed positive results to PCR analysis. All the positive PCR samples were collected from the broiler breeder farms.
All broiler breeder flocks tested were positive for the ORT antibody. The results revealed that age might influence the seroprevalence of ORT in Thailand. The broiler chickens, raised over the short period, had been found to display seroconversion to a lesser degree than those of the broiler breeder raised over a longer period. The higher prevalence of serum-positive broiler breeders may be the result of a higher challenge and longer life span of breeders. The lower prevalence of ORT antibodies in broilers in Thailand, compared with broiler breeders, may be influenced by differences in age, environmental factors, and local strains of the bacteria that spread slowly. All these results might suggest that the rolling infection had been occurring in the broiler and broiler breeder farms. A The isolates from these farms revealed negative results, which were tested by PCR. 
